
December 14.
C The Holy Martyrs: Thyrsus, Leucius, Philemon, Apolonius, Arianus and Callinicus

Holy Martyr Leucius

"The wondrous Thyrsus, and the godly-minded Callinicus, and the glorious
Leucius" suffered for Christ in the persecution during the reign of Decius (249-251) in
Caesarea, Bithynia. St. Leucius, who reproached the ruler Cumbricius for unfair
persecution of Christians, was tortured and then beheaded. St. Thyrsus, being
"strengthened by the power of the cross", underwent "the planing of the body" and
other tortures without injury and died in peace. St. Callinicus, who was a pagan priest,
seeing the courage and miracles of St. Thyrsus, accepted Christ and was beheaded.
During the reign of Diocletian "the great Philemon, and the most godly Arianus, and
the wise Apolonius", and together with them Theoctychus with three guards (imperial
bodyguards) suffered in Antinoopolis, Egypt. Apolonius, the reader in Antinoopolis,
frightened by the tortures, asked the pagan Philemon, a musician, to make an offering
for him to the idol. But when disguised in the clothes of Apolonius, Philemon firmly
confessed himself as a Christian before the torturer; Apolonius repented and also
confessed Christ. After being tortured, both holy martyrs were beheaded. The torturer
of Arianus, seeing the wonders of the holy martyrs, with his whole household also
turned to Christ, and was sentenced to death for this. Four guards (of which
Theoctychus was the eldest) voluntarily turned themselves over to be tortured for
Christ. The church services do not mention the Martyr Theoctychus and the other
guards.

Kontakion, tone 2
Reviling the impious tyrant,
O champions of faith and piety,
You denounced his bestial thirst for blood,
And, fortified by the aid of Christ, O Thyrsus and Leucius,
You vanquished his wrathful opposition.
With those who suffered with you, pray for us.

The church commemorates the earthquake in Constantinople in the year 557
during the reign of Justinian.
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