Announcements

o Welcome Guests and Visitors. Whether you are searching for a new
church or visiting, we welcome you and hope your experience at the
Divine Liturgy is edifying and spiritually nourishing. Please take a moment
after the service to introduce yourself to Fr. Kirill. You are invited to join
us for lunch after the service.

o Today we have our Giving Tree St. Nicholas Party in the Library after the
Divine Liturgy and lunch. Help wrap gifts folks are bringing or just enjoy
some cheer and lenten treats and activities for our children!

o Preparing your pledge. It is the time of year when we prayerfully make
our annual pledge, offering our “first fruits” to God. “Each of you must give
as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). You can pick up a pledge card at
church or fill out your pledge online at our web site, holy-trinity.org.

o Our Advent Retreat is coming up on Saturday, December 14. Please
register today. holy-trinity.org/events It will be a beautiful day of
fellowship and learning about this feast of the Nativity: Christmas!

This Week at Holy Trinity

Tue. Dec. 9: The Conception by Righteous Anna of the Holy Theotokos
8:00 am Divine Liturgy

Wed. Dec.10:  6:00 pm Vespers followed by talk with Bishop Vasily on the
Orthodox faith (all welcome including visitors and inquirers)
Parking available this evening at St. Brigid’s

Thu. Dec. 11: 7:00 pm Online Bible Study with Fr. James

Sat. Dec. 13: Venerable Father Herman of Alaska, Wonderworker
8:00 am Divine Liturgy
10:30 am Advent Retreat (see flier for complete schedule)
4:00 pm Vigil and Confessions (please note special time)
Parking available 7:30am - 5:45pm at St. Brigid’s

Sun. Dec. 14: Sunday of the Forefathers
Before Liturgy: Choir Rehearsal; Church School; Hours
9:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by fellowship hour
and Monthly Church School (all grades)
Parking available Sunday morning at St. Brigid’s

Contact Fr. Kirill
Question? Want to talk? Or be on our email list?
FrKirill@holy-trinity.org * 415-673-8565

Holy Trinity Cathedral
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Sunday, December 7, 2025

Right Reverend Vasily,
Bishop of San Francisco and the West

Very Reverend Dr. Kirill Sokolov, Dean
1520 Green Street
San Francisco, California
holy-trinity.org

Orthodox Church in America
Diocese of the West

We are delighted to be together with you in worshiping the Holy Trinity.

Welcome!



Today’s Epistle Reading 26" Sunday after Pentecost
Ephesians 5:9-19 St. Ambrose, Bp. of Milan (397)
Today’s Gospel Reading Tone 1

Luke 17:12-19

Today’s Epistle Reading
Ephesians 5:9-19

Brethren: Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the light is in all
goodness and righteousness and truth), and try to learn what is well
pleasing to the Lord. Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the
things that they do in secret. But all things that are exposed are made
manifest by the light, for all that is made manifest is light. Therefore it is
said, “Wake up from thy sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give thee light.”

See, therefore, that you walk with care, not as unwise, but as wise,
making the most of your time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not
be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not be
drunk with wine, for in that is dissipation. But be filled with the Spirit,
speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord.

Today’s Gospel Reading
Luke 17:12-19

At that time, as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men
that were lepers, which stood afar off: and they lifted up their voices, and
said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. And when he saw them, he said unto
them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as
they went, they were cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on
his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus
answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?
There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.
And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.

The Conception of the Mother of God

On the ninth of December the Orthodox Church celebrates the feast
of the conception of the Virgin Mary by her parents Joachim and Anna. On
this major festival which finds its place in the Church’s preparation for
Christmas, the faithful rejoice in the event by which Mary is conceived in

fulfillment of her parents’ prayers in order to be formed in the womb, born
on the earth, dedicated to the Lord, and nurtured in holiness to become
by God’s grace the mother of His Son the Messiah.

In addition to the songs of the services, there are icons and frescoes of
the feast which the faithful venerate and kiss, depicting the holy couple in
a loving embrace within their conjugal chamber.

The Orthodox Church, particularly in the present time, does not call
the feast of Mary’s beginning the “immaculate conception.” This is not
because the Orthodox consider Mary’s conception to have been somehow
“maculate” or “stained” (macula means “stain” in Latin). It simply means
that the Orthodox do not want to support the conviction that God had
somehow to intervene at the moment of Mary’s conception with a special
action to remove the “stain” of the original sin transmitted by the act of
human reproduction because, simply put, the Orthodox do not hold that
such a “stain” exists.

The Orthodox Church affirms original sin. Orthodox theology teaches
that all human beings, including the Virgin Mary who is a “mere human”
like the rest of us—unlike her Son Jesus who is a “real human” but not a
“mere human” because He is the incarnate Son and Word of God—are born
into a fallen, death-bound, demon-riddled world whose “form is passing
away” (1 Cor. 7:31). We are all born mortal and tending toward sin. But we
are not born guilty of any personal sin, certainly not one allegedly
committed “in Adam.” Nor are we born stained because of the manner in
which we are conceived by the sexual union of our parents. If sexual union
in marriage is in any sense sinful, or the cause in itself of any sinfulness or
stain, even in the conditions of the “fallen world,” then, as even the
rigorous Saint John Chrysostom has taught, God is the sinner because He
made us this way, male and female, from the very beginning (cf. On Titus,
Homily 2).

Mary is conceived by her parents as we are all conceived. But in her
case it is a pure act of faith and love, in obedience to God’s will, as an
answer to prayer. In this sense her conception is truly “immaculate.” And
its fruit is the woman who remains forever the most pure Virgin and
Mother of God. (adapted from Fr. Thomas Hopko)

Thank you!

Birthday: Please join us downstairs for

Daniel Jay Berry (Dec 9) coffee and our fellowship
meal! Thanks to Dylan F. for

organizing today’s lunch!



